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LAW Urges all Staff to Receive the COVID

The Wyoming Hospital Association
and LeadingAge Wyoming, along with
our governing boards, on behalf of our
member hospitals and nursing homes,
strongly encourage all who are eligi-
ble, and particularly those who work
in hospitals, nursing homes and as-
sisted living facilities, to become vac-
cinated against COVID-19.

Hospitals and nursing homes in Wyo-
ming have seen firsthand the devasting
impact of COVID-19. The lived expe-
rience of our healthcare heroes, and the
objective evidence of what works to
make a difference informs our position
on this issue. Furthermore, we owe it
to these brave employees and the pa-
tients they serve to provide the safest
environment possible.

We are urging all healthcare workers to
receive the free, safe, and effective
COVID-19 vaccine as soon as possible.
The WHA is available to assist all hos-
pitals and nursing homes in whatever
ways needed to achieve 100% vaccina-
tion in our facilities.

Hospitals are intended to be safe places
of healing. We recognize the efficacy
and safety of the COVID-19 vaccines,
while simultaneously valuing the abil-
ity of healthcare facilities creating those
environments of safety in the best ways
they know how.

We know what works to stop the spread
of infection, and we have the necessary
tools. Vaccination, good hand hygiene,
socially distancing when able, and

Vaccine

wearing masks are steps we all should
be taking to keep everyone safe. Those
who work in hospitals and nursing
homes should lead the way in modeling
these precautions.

The number one priority for our mem-
bers is safety of all patients, staff, and
visitors who enter their buildings, and
patients rightly expect to be cared for in
a place which minimizes the risk of in-
fection. The decisions on how to best
create a safe environment are done
thoughtfully and based on the best avail-
able evidence. The evidence today
clearly demonstrates the COVID vac-
cines are the best tool available to
help stop the spread of this disease
which has caused massive disruption
in our state for almost 18 months.
Unfortunately, we are now seeing a sig-
nificant increase in cases and hospitali-
zations, further burdening the already
strained capacity of our healthcare facil-
ities. Overwhelmingly, those who be-
come seriously ill and hospitalized with
COVID are unvaccinated.

We can still responsibly participate in
activities such as Cheyenne Frontier
Days when we do the right things. The
WHA plans to hold an in-person confer-
ence in early September while encourag-
ing those who attend to be vaccinated,
wear masks, making hand sanitizing
stations readily available, and socially
distancing to the extent practical.

With the emergence of COVID variants,
children’s hospitals across the country
are treating more and more young peo-

ple for COVID in addition to an
unexpected rise in cases of RSV and
croup. Children under 12 are not
eligible for the vaccine, the pediat-
ric facilities in our neighboring
states are filling up, and Wyoming
does not have any pediatric ICU
beds. It is critical we do our part to
stop the spread of the virus for the
good of all our neighbors, specifi-
cally those who are more vulnerable
due to age or health status.
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USDA Funding Opportunities

Eric Boley, WHA Presi-
dent sat through both of
the USDA webinars re-
garding the emergency
rural USDA funding
opportunities. After re-
viewing the webinars,
WHA is convinced
many of you serving
rural communities with
populations of less than
20,000 will qualify for
this funding program.

There are probably many
questions that have not
been answered for you.
Lorraine Werner, pro-
gram director, USDA
Rural Development, and
her team here in Wyo-
ming will be administer-
ing the program, and will
be on the call to answer
questions.

We encourage all of you
to find someone to attend
so you can find out how

to access this important
funding source to help you
in your battle against
COVID.

The Zoom meeting is
scheduled for

Tuesday, August 31, 2021
2:00-3:00 p.m. MST

If you need the Zoom in-

structions, please contact
WHA at 307-632-9344

Download the App to Access Annual Meeting Materials
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.app_wyha.layout

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/wyoming-hospital-association/id1571541020

FEMA Public Assistance

State, Local and Tribal units of gov-
ernment, including some special
districts and private nonprofits, are
eligible for FEMA Public Assis-
tance.

Any of the county owned hospi-
tals are eligible. So are most of the
hospital districts and private non-
profits.

Eligible activities are those that oc-
cur in a Primary Medical Care Facil-
ity. Here is FEMA's definition of
that. Primary Medical Care Facility:
A primary medical care facility is
the facility owned and/or operated
by an eligible PA Applicant that
provides medical care services. This
includes any licensed hospital, out-
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patient facility, rehabilitation facility,
or facility for long term care. The easi-
est thing to do is fill out a Request for
Public Assistance that then gets sent to
FEMA for their determination.

Basically, any eligible work performed
on or after January 20, 2020 is eligible
for reimbursement. Normally under
this program there is a 75%/25% cost
share but for the pandemic FEMA has
waived this and eligible activities are
eligible for 100% federal reimburse-
ment.

Please have someone from your organ-
ization join us to learn how you can
access FEMA funding to help offset
and cover staffing expenses incurred
due to COVID.

2005 Warren Avenue, Cheyenne, WY 82001

This is an important meeting and can
provide guidance on how you can
access these federal funds.

The Zoom meeting is scheduled for:

Tuesday, August 31, 2021
10:00 AM-11:00 AM

Director Lynn Budd and Ashley
Paulsrud from the Wyoming Office
of Homeland Security will be on the
call to answer questions.

For the meeting information, contact
WHA at 307-632-9344.

307.632. 9344
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Adjusted schedule and details
in light of the Delta Variant
interactive and panel sessions, vendors, and more! U 8/6/21) *ch s d n,

« Preconference Options for Professionals
* Continuing Education Opportunities will be available for
professionals

Conference Highlights and Information:

« Conference includes national and regional speakers,

1 orange

You are invited to the:

2021 Wyoming

Conference on Aging:
Communities of Strength
September 22, 23, & 24th, 2021

Attendees will be able to participate via computer or the WyCOA
Events App on a smart device. The WyCOA Events App will
connect you to the 2021 Wyoming Conference on Aging. This app
will be used to view sessions remotely, share the agenda,
speakers, and other practical information about the event. The
app will include many intefactive components such as push
notifications with updates before and during the event. We hope Online via the WyCOA Events App!
you will enjoy using these and many more features in the app

throughout the conference!

& *
Handouts and PowerPoint presentations will be available by ‘w:m » m Wv

visiting www.uwyo.edu/wycoa to download/print them off prior [)\'J;TKJX — g
to the conference or download via the WyCOA Events App.
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The 2021 Wyoming Conference on Aging will
provide up-to-date information on a variety of
topics important to older adults and the
professionals, family, and friends in their lives.

.,5’;,_ For more information: visit www.uwyo.edu/wycoa ‘ .
Wyoming WY Conf on Aging
i wycoa@uwyo.edu | (307) 766-2829

Schedule of Events

: Registration:
September 22nd & 23rd, 2021

Registration fee:

Events for the Healthcare and Social Service Provider « $25.00: Preconference Options for Healthcare/Social

Wednesday, September 22nd, 2021I: Sennce Prowmier ) Sov nd

A » $75.00: Conference for Healthcare/Social Service Provider
+ 9am-I12noon: Preconference Options: Elder Abuse/Adult

- Sept 22nd and 23rd (both days)
e N s F : Conference for Public and
Caregivers/Family- Sept 24th

Protection and Senior Center Director Training.

1-5pm: Topics include: Age Friendly Healthcare, Getting to
the Heart of What Matters, L from the demic-
Engaging Older Adults in Teleheath Services, Seeing the Big
Picture-Social Determinants of Health and Collaboration

*No refunds after September I7th, 2021. Registration is
required. There are three ways to register.

Across the Field and more!
Thursday, September 23rd, 2021:

« Visit The Wyoming Center on Aging’s website at:
www.uwyo.edu/wycoa and follow the link to the Wy

« 8:30am - S5pm: Topics include: i h Update, Conference on Aging page, where you will find the
Healthy Brain Initiative-Road Map for Indian Country, The “Register Here" link.
Three D's: Delirium, Dep i iatric Mental * QR Code Online: scan the code to the right with
Health, Aging in Place, Mobility, Legislative Update, and the photo option on your smart phone.

morel « By Phone: Call (307) 766-2829

September 24th' 202' Conference objectives: vedge of ing and ing the
3 »;-:\g 4Ms of geriatri To il of current and emerging
challenges around aging in Wyoming. To develop an aging network of

Wyoming Hospital Association

Events for the Public and Caregivers/Family
8:30-3pm: Friday is dedi d to ity b older
adults, and caregivers. Topics will feature the following
tracks: Age-Friendly Communities, Caregiving Skills, Legal and
Financial Preparation, and Caring for Tribal Elders.

providers and partners who advocate to realign and modernize current
aging programs and networks to be more efficient and effective in their
performance that will meet the future needs of older adults in Wyoming. To

of aging prog and services on a regional and
national level.
Continuing Education: Earn up to 23.5 hours (*if attending a
three days) *Continuing Education Credits ar app

2005 Warren Avenue, Cheyenne, WY 82001

307.632. 9344



